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Reid Hall welcomes new resident director

By Tessa Castor
Staff reporter

After graduating in May, one recent graduate has found her home, once again, in a
campus residence hall.
Hanna House, Reid Hall resident director, played volleyball, was in Discipleship and participated in Builder Media
when she was a communication student at
Southwestern.
She also served as a resident assistant in
Cole Hall during her sophomore and junior
years, moving off campus during her senior year. Now, House oversees two resident assistants and acts as a “go-to” person for her 70 residents, 15 of whom are
women – a large difference from her two
previous years in residence life.
“The students here aren’t freshmen,” said
House. “They don’t need the same guidance as they did in Cole, and I’m just trying to learn how to best help them now.
This past month has been crazy.”
House said that this is the first year in a
long time that Reid Hall is full, lacking
even one free room. Despite the hall’s full
occupancy, House said she hopes to make
the building a good, safe environment for
her residents, particularly through the programs she offers.
“As a part of the res life staff here in
Reid, we build an inviting community for
students to learn and live,” said House.
“This is really my home now.”
Sarah Hallinan, assistant dean of students
and director of residence life, has been
with the college for 11 years. Hallinan said
she is a “housing nerd” who has “lived
on a college campus longer than anyone
should.” She said he believes residence life
plays a major role in the success of students
living on campus, and that Southwestern’s
residence life strives for inclusivity.

“I think it’s really important,” said Hallinan. “Residence life is a huge player in
retention. Our mission is to meet students
where they are and build community. We’re
all about growing and learning together.”
Hallinan said that she believes House can
connect with her resident assistants and residents, having been both in the past. She said
House has done a good job connecting with
her two resident assistants, Zach Gray, physical performance and sports studies sophomore, and Maddie Rogers, business administration sophomore.
“Hanna’s great,” said Hallinan. “She really cares about students. She’s in tune
with what’s going on with students, and she
cares.”
Within residence life, the community aspect is most important, said Hallinan. She
said she believes residence life is a built-in
support network, one that House represents
well.
“Hanna’s so responsible and wise beyond
her years,” said Hallinan. “She’s also so
grounded. As an introvert, she’s always listening and in tune with others.”
Since move-in day, House said she has enjoyed meeting her residents, though learning
their names has not been easy.
“I want to learn everyone’s names and
learn who they are,” said House. “As a resident director, I want to get a better understanding of residence life at this level. It’s
been a challenge, but it’s been fun.”
Before graduating, House planned to work
at a college, either in their residence life department or in admissions. Coincidentally,
Danie Brush, assistant director of residence
life, contacted House at the end of last semester regarding Reid’s resident director
opening, a position the department soon offered House. She accepted the job offer at
the end of July, not long before her Aug. 1
move-in day.

Along with her Southwestern job,
House works for Cowley Community
College’s Mulvane campus as an admissions representative, fulfilling the other
side of her future goals. House said she
might pursue graduate school in a few
years, depending on her experiences to
come.
“I wanted to work at a college, either
in res life or admissions,” said House.
“Now, I’m basically doing both.”
Because House served as a resident assistant for two years and lived off-campus during her senior year, she only spent
one year as a resident in Cole Hall.
During her freshman year, House said
her favorite resident assistants were Jordan and Jessica Hobbs, former students
and current alumni.
House’s goals as a resident director
closely follows the values the Hobbs sisters upheld as resident assistants.
“The community they built was super
welcoming and inviting,” said House.
“Southwestern is so full of hope and a future and excitement. I want my residents
to know that my door is always open.”
One of House’s resident assistants,
Rogers, is in her first year in residence
life. She said she became a resident assis-

tant because of a desire to make an impact
in the lives of her residents and to enhance
her resume.
“I wanted to help people,” said Rogers.
“I’m responsible, so I thought it would be
a good fit.”
Rogers said the best part of being a resident assistant has been when her residents
rely on her for help, letting her be there for
them.
She said she enjoys Reid because of its
spacious, unique layout, and that it is easy
to get along with her residents. Rogers said
that House has taught her to be patient with
people, keeping her from overreacting in a
situation.
“Hanna’s really sweet,” said Rogers. “It’s
really easy to talk to her because she’s
younger than most resident directors on
campus, so it’s really easy to relate to her.
She’s just a fun person and super helpful.”
House said her favorite part of the Builder
family is finding lifelong friends and meeting her fiancé, Ethan Ediger, history senior.
The two became engaged last Christmas,
and their wedding is scheduled for June 2,
2018.
After the wedding, Ediger will move to
Reid with House.While not on resident
director duty or spending time with her fiancé, House enjoys shooting her bow and
arrow at Viola’s 3-D shooting course, Ninnescah Bowhunters Archery Range.
“It’s basically like hunting, but more
fun,” said House.
House lives in Reid 102, near the west
door of the building. She lives with her
hedgehog, Evelyn, who her fiancé bought
her last week.
“Hanna has a hedgehog,” said Hallinan.
“And it’s amazing.”
Tessa Castor is a sophomore majoring in
English. You may email her at tessa.castor@sckans.edu.

English department welcomes new professer
By Layne Phillips
Staff reporter

Grading papers can be time consuming,
and Sue Webb knows a lot about that.
Webb is the new college writing instructor. Born in Washington, D.C., Webb has
spent most of her life in Kansas and has
been involved with education for 15 years.
Webb earned her associate degree at
Butler Community College, then went to
Wichita State University where she earned
her bachelor’s degree.
After hearing about a program at Michigan State University from an instructor at
WSU, Webb decided to go to MSU, where

she earned her master’s degree and doctorate.
Webb goes by several different names in
the classroom, from Dr. Webb, Dr. Sue, or
even just Sue.
Webb’s favorite part of being an
instructor is the students.
She loves to see her students’
growth in the classroom throughout
the year.
Webb is an instructor for he biggest freshmen class in Southwestern history.
Even with the big class size,
Webb says she tries to educate
each and every student who walks

in her classroom to the best of her ability and that’s what Southwestern is all
about.
When Webb isn’t teaching, she loves

to cook, ride bicycles and fish. She is
also in the process of finishing her first
novel.
Webb is all about her students. One of
her students, Madden Milette, a undecided
freshman, said he doesn’t like writing but
is hopeful for the year.
“I am looking forward to learning more
about writing this year,” said Milette.
Another student, Noah Mata, athletic
training freshman, said he really likes
Webb.
“She is nice and sweet,” said Matao.
Layne Phillips is a freshman majoring
in communication. You may email him at
layne.phillips@sckans.edu.

